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performed in sight of all the ships in the river,
they now take place in the night; for my own
part I think that the noise occasioned by their
savage merriment, and their running about during
the stillness of night, produces a more appal-
ling picture to the imagination, than even the
reality of the scene in broad day; the only differ-
ence is that there are fewer spectators, as the
greater number of those on board the vessels are
wrapt in profound repose.

The practice of burying the youngest and favou-
rite wives with the corpse is by no means uncom-
mon,* and they resort to a variety of cruel prac-
tices for maiming and destroying their slaves; thus
they cut off parts or the whole of their ears, a part
of the nose, a finger or a hand. One of the ser-
vants who waited upon ns at the King's house,
had lost an ear in this way, for some trifling
offence.

After a recital of these facts, it is scarcely neces-
sary to observe that the Calabar people are ex-
tremely cruel, indeed I am informed that they fre-
qiiently cause their slaves to be put to death for a
mere whim ; a practice which they endeavour to
excuse, by saying, that if the slaves were not thus
kept in awe of their masters, they would rise
in rebellion: they also plead the necessity of
it, for preventing them becoming too numerous.

* It is the custom here to bury their dead in their own houses.